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UNIT PLAN: Romeo and Juliet and As You Like It

DESCRIPTION OF CLASS

Hers I eam again, still at North High, still teaching
tenth graders « « « See previgus lesson plans for description

of classes,

I taught Zomeo gnd Juliet for the first time last spring,

and my students end I had -a great time with it, so great in

fact, that I am loath to give up teaching the old warhorsse oo
guickly. But this Unit Plan assignment has forced me to consider
teaching & different play. I've thought and thought, and come uz

with an idea for doing both: Romeo and Juliet, vlus a different

play -- at ths same time., Happily, it's an idea that might
solve a few teaching concerns I had last spring with using Zomneo

end Juliet,

m:

The idea I've hit on is to read 4s You Like It along with

Romeo and Juliet, using the two plays together to explore various

notions and examples of romantic love. Youthful romantic lovse

is the key attraction of Romeo and Juliet to my students, and
their distress over the catastrophic and untimely deaths of the

lovers at the end of the play is acute. Peiring Romeo and Juliet

with a comedy about (ioye )
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youthfulrlove could prove an interesting antidote. Studying

e comedy along with a tragedy would aiso give the sfddents a
more balanced introduction to Shekespeare's canon. Having the
students read one play together in class and another play
individually at home would, I would hopey improve their ability
to maeke. sense of Shekespeare as they read, since their in-class
reading-might be more skillful becausse of thelr attempts tc

grarrle wvith the words on their owm outsive ol class, and vice
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I have to meke a confession here. I'm not sure whether

-

- . g . s
Itd assign As fou Lixe It to everyone in ths class, or wnether

I'g assign it just to students who want or need "enrichment"
(don't we all?). For the sake of argument, however, I'm going

to pretend that I'd assign 4s You Liks It to every studente -

Vihile I'm at it, I'1ll also pretend that I'll have the budget for

enough books for everyone. Iiight as well go whole hog on this.,
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Distribute a handout with soms poems about romantic
love for the students to read and discuss. Include
as many variations on the thems as DOSSlbleo
Suggested poems: Brautigan's "Tt s Ralnlng In Love"
n Cynar‘a"
Alice Walker's ”&“andmother wakes"
- something by-Donne
something by ee cummings

Discuss distinctions between common forms of
romantic love our socieuy names: puppy love,
crushes, love at first 315nu, marital love,

1n¢auuatloﬂ. Talk aDOUt how one acts when "thus
afflicted."

If the teacher has time to do a little research,

corments sbout tThe evolution of t he romaniic love

¥
concept throughout history, or egbout concepis of
romantic love in non-%estsrn cultures would De
interesving during this introductory discussion.

In discussion, sexplore the terms trasgsdy and comedy ;
with s tudents. Try to draw out the noctions

students have about these terms. Offer some :
literary definitions of the terms. f

Give a s

snappy introduction to Shakespsare ~-- 15
minutes maxl-

-- 2nd to the Twe plays.

Pass out the books, and the first n*ght s homework I
assigrnment: Act I, scene i of As You Like It,

Read Romeo and Juliet, I.i, in class. (Note: ses
my Teaching Strategy for ideas for different i
kxinds of warmups that can be done before in-class
reading.

Discuss the two readings (in class, and homework)

-- go over questions about plot in sach reading

-=- compeare the p?rsonalltwes of Romeo and Urlanoo
-~ discuss Romeo s behavior as & lover

~

Homework assignment: AYLI, I.ii.
Read I.ii and Il.iii of Romeo and Juliet
Discussion points:

-~ Compare Rosalind and Juliet as ws first see the™

== Discuss the comcept of marriage contracts

-~ Compare the family situations of the two sets of
heroes

nomsvork assignmentl &
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Day 50 ae. Read I.iv of Romeo and Juliet

b. Discussion points?®

-- What do Rosalind and “rlendo like about each
other? How do they show they're in love?

-~ Compare the love behavior of Komeo and Yrlando

-- #What function does "dressing up®" serve in
each play (party goers of Romeo and Juliet;
disguises of Celia ¥nd Rosalind)

The procedure outlined above of nightly homework readings

from As You Like It and daily in-class readings-of Romeo &and

Julist would continue, Dally discussions would involve drawing

parellels an¢ contrasts between the main characters in the play,

rointing out the concepts of love that various characters have

'J
8]
ct

he plays, and clarifying the plot developments,
Suggestions for areas of discussion include:
1. "Petrarchan lover" conventions exhibited by Urlando, Romeo
2. Ireedom of Arden vs contraints of Verona

3+ Trriendships: Celia and Rosalind, Romeo &and *‘ercutio . Effect
of romance on these friendships.

« Tyrenny of authority: Oliver, Duke Frederick, Lord Capulst
5. Imaginative disorder of Arden vs civil .disorder of Verona
6. Youthful sxhuberance and impulsiveness in main charescters

7. Comic characters® Nurse, Yagues, Touchsitone

8+ Marriage procedures: negotions of coniracts; elopements

9. lock marriage vs mock funeral

10, Scenic structure of plays

Some of these points could be explored in class discussion,
while others could be explored through written study questions or

brief essays.



Week g
Day lo
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Day IL}-.
Day 5.

Week 5. ._
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Discuss,some of .the key scenes betwesn lovers
in the two plays (balcony scene; firsst mesting
scenes; Rosalind instruction “rlando; lark/
nightingale scene) and examine carefully the

difference’ in imagery, mood, and language betwWeen
the two plays.

Assign a comparative essay based on the themses
of the gsbove discussion ¢

Give these days over to acting activities. Chooss
key love scenes for pairs of actors, or the ..
Mercutio/Tybalt death scene from &:J end the
Rosalind Prepares for Revelations scens from

AYLI for bigger groupse. An alternative for
terrified non-performers would be to memori
selected soliloguys, which could be present
to the teacher in or out of class. I have
been completely won over to the Shakespears
Outloud method, at least at the tengh g rade
level, and so I'd sacrifice znother week of
exploring the dimensions of romantic love in
favor of acting actvivities.

Ze
e

~
0]

l. *omework assigmments from out-of=-class reading

2. final test on the plays

-

3. Final written comparative essay

e Credit for participation in performance or memorization

FINAL NOTE

I have a few doubts about such an approach. Mainly, I

don't know whether or not it would simply be %oo confusing foe

students to try to keep two plays going at the same time, (Comments.

would be appreciated on this point) If pressed, I would emphasize

the teaching of Romeo end Juliet , and use the second play as ap
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interesting counterpoint for discussion purposes, without probing
too deeply the themes of the s econd playe. Another doubt about
this approach stems from a questions about overemphasiziﬂg

romantic love themes, and not attending to other themes end problems

which the plays presente



SAMPLE STUDY GUIDE FOR -

OU2=-0r=CLASS READING

Homework assignment: Act I, scene i of 4s You Like It '

1l

Orlando has & problem with his older brother Oliver. What

is 1357

Why does Oliver went Orlando to wrestle Charles?

-~ Fredict who you think will win the wresiling maich

Find a line that Oliver says when he is zlone, where hs
describes his brother VYrlando:

vwnat is the lie COliver has $0ld Charles szbout Orlsndo?




