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UNIT PLA,N: Romeo end Juli et and As u Like I

ilere r arr again, still at l{orth iiigh, stir} teaching

tenth graders . . . See prevj.gus lesson plens for description
of classoso

I taugh E F.oneo and Juliot for the firsr ti-rae l-ast sprins,

ariC ny stuoents end I had'a great time t"ri.th it, so great in
fect, that I am Loath to give up teaehing the o1d rra::horso too

guickly. But this llnit Plan assignment has fo:ced me to ccnsider

teaching e different p1ay. Itvo thought and t::ought, €ild coiile up

u:-th an idea for doing both: Roraeo an d Juli et r ElE a different
play -- .: the same time. iiappily, itrs an idea that raight

solve a fel teaching concerns I had last spring with using iioneo

and Jul-i.ot.

The ioea lrve hit on is to read As You Llke It along u-ith

Romeo and Juliet using the two plays together. to explore va::ious

notions end exarnples of rornantic love. Youthful romantic love

is the key attraction of Romeo and Juliet to my students, and

their distress over the catastrophlc and unti:neIy deaths of t he

lovers at the end of the play is acute. Pairing

vlith e comeoY about rscy<.)

Roneo and Jul-iet

DESCRIPTION OF CLASS

R - TTn"-l T.?
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youthful love could Prove a1 interesting anti-dote. Studying

a colnedy along with a tragedy wou)-d also givo the studentS a

more balanced introiucticn to Sha-kespearet s oaJlorlo. Having the

students read one play togethor in clasil and another play

individually at home uou1d, I would hope; i.mprovo tbeir ability

to r,rake sense of ShaJ<espeare as they read, since their in-class

reading-mlght be more skiLl-ful becauso of their attenpts tc
grapple'..:ith the words on tnelr o',.I11 oursl-oe uf c3-ass, anC ?ice

ai' Hv:n3o aro ..ru1iet i-.tr -vU !J-J.C L s

-i-.'*r. erivi.l3l'l 3()1;-l-g.g .:I' --f;r neeCe,J 9u
-.,:oLt; j l: e.;s a, l: e 1. s c:al I r..'p.1.; /
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to pretend that Ir d assign

iJhile Itm at it, It 1l aLso

enough books for everyone.

a:' .rlc:--?c r:-g. J.:t.i., u

.!'n.l llD::,-.-u

r have to nake a confessi.on here. rtm not sure whether

f l. i as si-gn As You Like It to eve ryone in the e1ass, or r?hethe::

rrq assign it just to students who want or need ttenrichmenttf

(donl t we all?). 5'or the sa.ke of argum,ent, ho'viever, f tn going

As You Like 16 to every studenta.

pretend that It 11 heve the budget for
I,light as well go r.rhole hog on this.
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Day 1o 8o Distribute a hendout with some poems about romantic ^
love for the students to road and discus.s. rncludo
as many vari,ations on the theno as possible.
Suggosted poens: Brautiganrs ttltl s Raining In LoveIrrGynararl

Alice'r.traIkerr s "Grandmother wakestt
something by-Donne
something by ee euramings

Discuss distinctions betwesn coxamon forr:rs of
roiaantic love our society nar.lest puppy 1ove,

-. ci'ushes, love a t first sight, marital Iove,infatuation. TaIk about how one aets when ttthus
aff licted. tl

b.

Day 2.

cr If the teacher nas ti:ae to io a 1ittLe research,
co:::nents about rhe evo]ution oi t he ro:'aantic l-ove
concept !nroughout hisror.lie or about concepts of
romantic Love in non-itestsr:i eul_rur9s wouli bo
interesi;irg dur.ing this -ntrciuc-icr;,' ij-scussron.

E. ln discussion, e:,plore rhe tents rre.ff anC coned:;
r"iith s tudents. Try to dra;- out tEfr-diTons
students have about these terras. Off e:' sone
iiterary definitions of the termsr -

b. Give a snappy introduction to Shaxespeare -- 15
minutes raazl-- ani to the !'v.ro pla-r's.

co ?ass out the booirs, ald t'ne flrst nlghtr s honeitori;
assi-gn:iaent: Act i, scen e i of As fou Lrke It.

Day 3. Bo Read Roraeo and Juliet I.io ln c1ass. (I'iotel see
ny Teac tra egy for ideas for difforent

Week 1

I

I

ii
j

a

Lo

hinds of warmuDs that can be done before in-cIass
reading. )

b. Discuss the two readings (in cIass, and homer.;ork)

go over o_uestions ebout pLot in sach
compere the pprsonalities of Romeo a.n
discuss Romeo's behavior as a lover

roacing
d urlando

.t{omer.lork assignnent ; AYLI. I.11.
Read l.ii and l.iii of Ro.r"o and Juliet

b. lliscussion points:

Conpare Rosalind ani Juriet as wo first see ti':e^
r-.riscuss the co:lcept ol rnarriage cont::acts
Cornpare the family situations of the two sets of
heroes

i-:orri9'v.'o Fii as si gnment I

Day 14.

Ce
? i:Ji.L!-l-r LoIIIo



Da:{ 5, a'o Hoad f.iv of Romeo and Juliet
b. Discu ssion Ploints:

Har.risr p. l+

alind and urlando like about each
do they show theyrre in love?

ehavior of- fioraeo and urlando
's rfdrossing up,n serve in

-- i'Jhat do Ros
othor? How
Conpare the Love b
ilhat functLon doe

each play (party
disguises of Celia

otf,oers of Bomeo_and .Iulig-E_;
rind Rosalind )

y:eel<q 2 and 3

The procedure outlined abovo of nightly hornework roadings

frorn As You Like It and daily in-cIass i eading s' of Ronoo and

Juiiel riould continue. Daily dj.scussi.ons would involve drar'ring

pa:'alieis aa.r contrasts between the rnain characters i-n the p1a1',

po:-n!l-ng oL.l-i, bhe concepts of love that vari-ous characters have

in the pIays, and clariiying the plot develcpments,

Suggesrions for areas of discussion include:

1. trPetrarchan 1c'verrr conventions exhibiteo by urlanoo, Roraeo

2. Freedorn of Arden vs contrai-nts of Verona

3. Frienosh5-ps: Ceiia ano Rosalinor Rorneo ei:d r'ercutio. . Effecto{ ronance on these friendships.

[. Ty:'a::.:ry of authority: O]iver, Duke Frederick, Lord Capulet

5. Imaginative disorder of Ar.don vs cj-viI dj.sordei of Verona

6. Yout!:fu1 exhuberance and 5mpulsiveness in main charecters

7 . Conic chanactur"' l{urse, d aqu es, ?ouehstone

6. i'ia:'riage procedures: negotions of contractsl elopements

. 9, I'iocl< :iaarriage vs mock f uneral

10, Scenic str.ucture of plays

Sone of these points could bo explored 1n cless discussion,
vthi] e others could be oxpJ-o:'ed through written study questions otl

brlef essaysr
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Day 1.

Ilanrisr po 5

8.o Discuss.. some of .the key scones between 1oversin tne tvro plays (balcony scene; first meetlne
scenes; Hosalind instruetion "r"Iando; lark/nightingale scene) and examine car"oiulLy tfre
differenc_e.' in' iraagerye mood, and languag6 between
the two pIays.

br Assign a conparative essay based on the thamesof tho above discussion

Give these days over to acting aeti-vitles. chooso
key love ,scenes for pai-r's of actotsr or the,--
J,lercutio/1$ba1t death scone ffo:n g&J and theRosalind Prepares lor Revelatlons-Eeno fro:r
AYLI for bigger groDpso An elternative forterrified non-perforrners r.rouli be to memcrize
sele eted soliloquJsr r.ihich cou't o be presenteC
to the teacher in or oui; of class. I harJe

2
3

+

Day
Day
Day
Day

a

a

a

a

been conpletely llon ovor to
Outloud method t zt least at
l-erte1, and so il d saerifice
exploring the dimensions of
favor of acting activities.

the Shai<espeate
the ten$h g rade
another week of
romantic love in

.J
l,ladt, Lat v 9r! ) --

I'Iovie, Test, and i.riting i','eek

E\TALUATION

1. '--:omewo:k assignnents from out-of-class reading

2. rinal test on the plays

3, Final written comparative essay

4. Credit for participation in performance or memorization

FIJ.IAL ]{OTE

I have a few doubts about such an approach. I'iainlyr I
donr t know nhether or not it would si-mpIy be too confusing for
stuoonts to try to keep two plays going at the same tine. (Co:r:nent.q-

liould be appreciated on this poiit) ff Prsssed, I uould enchasize

tne teaching cf Roraeo d Julie , and use the second p)-ey as en



interesting counterpoint for. d

too deopJ-y the themes of the s

this approach stens fnom a que

ronantic 1ov.e themes, and not

r+hich the plays present.

iiarri.s, p.6

scussion purposes, without probing

cond play. Another doubt about

tions about over.emphasizing

ttending to other themes end problems

a



SA]'IPLE STUDY GUIDE FOR

OUE-OF-CLASS READING

llonewcrk assignment: Act I, scene i of As You Like 16

1. 0rLando has
is it?

a problem with his older brother Oliver. ,rJhat

2. l',h;rioes 0l-iver in'ant Or.lando to r.irostLe Ci:arLes?

?reoict !,'ito you thirrk'liill win the i,;restling match

). Finc a line tnat O1ive:: says r.,rhen he is aLone, rn'i:ere he
oescribes bis brother urlando!

r:, i.hai is ti:e lie Oliver has told Charles about OrLando?

a

t


